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Netcong, NJ -     Future Patriots Day 

 

On Tuesday October 25, 2016, regional 8th grade students from Netcong, Stanhope, and Byram visited Lenape 

Valley Regional High School for a Future Patriot Field Day with next year’s seniors. This was a way to promote 

a smooth transition for next year’s regional freshmen to assimilate to their new high school. This proactive 

approach was an idea from Lenape Valley Regional Superintendent, Paul DiRupo and his team, along with 

Netcong Board Member, Jennifer Santana. Ironically, the two parties had the same idea….... to present 

extracurricular opportunities for incoming freshman to feel comfortable at their high school, but do this while 

they were still in 8th grade.  

 

The Lenape Valley Juniors and the Lenape Valley Physical Education Teachers planned fun-filled events for all 

the students. Mr. Paul DiRupo, Lenape Valley Regional School District Superintendent says, “The Physical 

Education teachers have already discussed changes for next year's Patriot Field Day.  Mr. Cline, Physical 

Education supervisor, reported that the Junior students and Physical Education teachers had so much fun.  The 

current sophomores are looking forward to participate next year.” 

 

Mr. Tim Nicinski, Stanhope School District Superintendent says “The greatest benefit of this event was the 

building of camaraderie among future patriots.  The students enjoyed the opportunity to build friendships with 

both future classmates and upper class-people at the high school.  The field day provided an opportunity to 

develop confidence and reduce anxiety associated with the transition from middle school to high school.” 

 

Dr. Gina Cinotti, Netcong School District Superintendent says “The feedback from our students was amazing. 

They loved experiencing the culture of their ‘soon-to-be’ high school. The best thing we can do for our students 

is to help them make a smooth transition from our school to Lenape Valley. I am grateful to have the 

collaboration with our regional school districts.”  

 

The field day was a huge success and hopefully a new tradition for all. 

 
If you would like more information on this topic, or to schedule an interview with Dr. Cinotti, CSA, please call Mrs. Liz Juliano at 

973-347-0020, x220 or email at ljuliano@netcongschool.org. 
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